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HAKMAN WINS “SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR” AWARD

tulsa, ok, may 8, 2009:  Julie Hakman, President of AmericanChecked, Inc., a national, woman-owned background screening provider, walked away from the Tulsa Metro Chamber’s annual awards program as the big winner of the day.  From among a long list of entrants, Hakman was chosen to receive the prestigious “Small Business Person of the Year Award” based on an outstanding history of corporate leadership and achievement.  
Hakman realized her dream of starting AmericanChecked in 2005.  Sales have quadrupled over the past three years and for 2009, sales are projected to double last year’s figures.  

Asked how her company was able to achieve such impressive stats, she responded, 

“People, experience and strategy.  We’ve assembled an incredibly talented, knowledgeable and sincere team whose members are truly passionate about what they do.  Building relationships with our clients and community is not a ‘sales’ thing at AmericanChecked—it goes to the very core of who we are.  Out clients trust us because they know us.”
Hakman went on to say, “Working in a smaller organization breeds a fast pace and intense commitment to achieve.  Whether creating a new product, training a new employee or developing a strategic relationship, AmericanChecked can react quickly and effectively without any bureaucratic delays.”
What does the future hold for Hakman and her company?  AmericanChecked recently received funding from NorthPoint Capital² Group which will allow for immediate expansion of operations and acceleration of strategic initiatives.  Hakman commented, “Over the next few years, we will enlarge our footprint in the targeted gaming and non-profit markets by introducing new, robust technologies to help redefine new initiatives.
However, most importantly, I want to stay focused on PEOPLE…the people we serve and the people of AmericanChecked. Technology helps to make us efficient and competent at what we do, but people make us great at what we do!”
-End-

About AmericanChecked, Inc. 
AmericanChecked, Inc. is a leading national provider of employment background screening. The Tulsa, OK-based company offers a fully automated and customized report ordering/delivery system backed by individualized customer service. AmericanChecked is a licensed private investigator, a member of the National Association of Professional Background Screeners, American Indian Chamber of Commerce, Native Business Network, the Society of Human Resources Management, Women’s Business Enterprise National Council, Women’s Business Council-Southwest and the Better Business Bureau. Additional information can be found at: www.americanchecked.com
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